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ascertain the reality of them, even in his own case,
much less in that of another. All we know is, that
pretenders to these extraordinary assistances, have
never been wanting to abuse the credulity of the
vulgar, and to try the patience of the wise. From
the canting hypocrites and wild fanatics of the last;
century, to their less dangerous, chiefly because le&s
successful, descendants of the present day, we hear
the same unwarranted claims, the same idle tales,
the same low cant; and we may discern not seldom
the same mean artifices and mercenary ends. The
doctrine, to say the best of it, can only serve to favour
the indolence of man; while professing to furnish him
with a compendious inetJiod of becoming wise and
good, it supersedes the necessity of his own personal la-
bours. Quitting therefore all such slothful and chimeri-
cal speculations, it is true wisdom to attach ourselves
to what is more solid and practical; to the work,
which you will not deny to be sufficiently difficult
to find us of itself full employment, the" work of
rectifying the disorders of the passions, and of im-
planting and cultivating the virtues of the moral cha-
racter.1"'—" It is the service of the understanding
which God requires of us, which you would degrade
into a mere matter of bodily temperament, and ima-
ginary impulses. You are contending for that, which,
not only is altogether unworthy of our divine Master,
but, which, with considerate men, has ever brought
his religion into suspicion and disrepute, and, under
a show of honouring him, serves only to injure and
discredit his cause." Our objector, warming as he
proceeds, will perhaps assume a more impatient tone.
" Have not these doctrines," he may exclaim, " been
ever perverted to purposes the most disgraceful to the
religion of Jesus ? If you want an instance, look to
the standard of the inquisition, and behold the pious
Dominicans torturing their miserable victims for the

